Welcome to English I

Rules:

1.  2nd hour - Because of the way this class starts, you will have to wait in the hallway until the 
     junior high class dismisses.  This means the normal tardy bell rules do not apply.  When you 
     come into class, get your folder, find your seat, and get to work as quickly as possible.  
     Tardies will be issued if you are not in your seat and working after an acceptable amount of 
     time (probably about one minute).  Because we are losing time due to the way class is 
     structured, we can’t afford to waste time at the beginning of class.  After three tardies, you will 
     be written up for an 8th hour.
     3rd hour - You must be in the room ready to work when the tardy bell rings.  If you are 
    not, you will be counted tardy.  After three tardies, the school policy is an 8th-hour.
2. You are expected to bring all necessary materials to class, including books, pens/pencils, paper, assignments, etc.  There will be no trips to your locker after class starts because of where your lockers are located.  
3.  You are expected to participate in class activities/discussions and be courteous and respectful 
      of others during said activities/discussions.

4.  YOU are responsible for contacting me regarding make-up work.  You have one (1) day in 
      which to obtain the assignments.  Be familiar with the school’s attendance policy.  Unexcused 
     absences may mean you can’t make up work, so the best thing is to BE HERE!!!

Classroom procedures:

1.   There will always be a seating arrangement.  It will change throughout the school year.

2.   I will not let people leave to go to other teachers’ classes, gym, etc. without a signed note 
      from a teacher, coach, principal, etc.  If you don’t have a note, don’t ask to leave.  Also, if you 
      are late to class because you were with a teacher, coach, principal, etc., you need to bring a 
      signed note saying so from that person.  I will not let you go back to get the note; you will be 
      counted tardy.

3.  Keep your hands and feet to yourselves.  Have respect for other people and their property.

4.  I will not tolerate profanity or name-calling.  If you can’t go an entire class period without 
     using this kind of language, we’ll need to work on that.  

5.  This list of rules/procedures is by no means “complete.”  Just because something is not on the 

     list doesn’t mean you won’t get in trouble if you do it.  If in doubt, DON’T DO IT!!!

Consequences:

If you do inappropriate things in class, there are several things that may happen, ranging from verbal reprimands to instant trips to the office. I can’t go into specifics; different situations call for different responses.  Be familiar with the school's discipline policy.  I will be enforcing it.

Supplies:  

· One notebook (college or wide-ruled) 

· Pencils/ pens (blue or black ink only)
Note:  There may be times when I ask you to bring extra things.  For example, I might ask you to bring newspapers, magazines, poster board, etc. for projects/assignments we do.

Grading scale and policy:
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I grade on the points system, meaning each assignment is worth a different number of points.  Homework assignments will vary in worth, and there will be both announced and unannounced quizzes.  Tests are usually worth 100 points each.  
What you can expect from this class:

You’ll have many opportunities throughout the year to practice and improve your reading and writing skills. One thing I am doing differently this year is NOT checking out individual textbooks, but “extra” textbooks can be temporarily checked out for makeup work, study purposes, etc. (There are online sites we will be using for some literature/writing.) Tests are given after most reading assignments and usually consist of multiple-choice and constructed-response questions. There will also be a variety of writing assignments; they will be both stand-alone and reading-related. There will be DLP (Daily Language Practice) or other exercises at the beginning of class most days.  There will also be many opportunities for cooperative learning and using technology. For the record, everything you do in class is worth points, so please do everything.  Just in case you are wondering, there is no extra credit.

Advanced classes policy:

In order to qualify for “advanced classes” outright, a student must score a “B+” or better during both semesters in a prerequisite class in order to enter an advanced class.  If a student does not have a “B+” in both semesters, but has a “C” or better, he/she may take a placement test to try to enter the advanced class.  The passing grade for a placement test is 90%.
Contact information:

My planning period is seventh hour (2:20-3:15 p.m.).  You can contact me by calling the high school at 276-5794 (ext. 1) or by e-mailing me at hberger@malden.k12.mo.us.   You can also see assignments, scoring guides, links, etc. used in our classroom at hberger.weebly.com. 
Student Signature: _______________________________________ Date:  ___________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ________
It would be very helpful to have telephone numbers and/or e-mail addresses for contact purposes.  I e-mail parents about tests, activities, missing assignments, projects, classroom issues, etc., so a regularly-checked e-mail address is much appreciated.   Please include all applicable information below.  Thank you.

Phone number (home, cell, etc.): ______________________________________________

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________

